
“Do vs. Done”
Philippians 3:1-11

The only lasting source of joy in life is the everlasting grace of God through Jesus (v1)
Paul tells them to rejoice in Jesus Christ! He can say this because Paul knows who Jesus is 

and what Jesus has done for him. Although Paul is in chains, it’s no trouble for Paul to remind them of 
the joy in Jesus that they should have because of the joy that Paul had in his heart even in the midst 
of a difficult situation in his life. Paul understood that believers have a reason to rejoice at every time 
in life because of God’s grace in Jesus! For Paul, the Gospel never gets old, and more than that, 
remembering the everlasting grace of God through Jesus is safe because that’s what secures God’s 
truth and firms-up God’s love in the hearts of those who believe.
1. Are you rejoicing in the Lord in your life right now? If not, why not? What are some things that 

tend to affect our joy in Jesus?
2. How is rejoicing in the Lord (what Paul is talking about) different from simply being happy?
3. If it’s safe for us to repeat and remind ourselves of the Gospel, what are some ways that we can 

do this in our lives day-to-day?

True faith in Jesus is marked by total trust in Jesus Christ alone (v2-3)
Paul warns believers to look out for false faith, which is always marked by depending on and 

putting trust in more than just Jesus Christ alone. Paul uses harsh language to identify those who 
were promoting a false gospel, calling them dogs and evildoers. Evil work is work that is done to try to 
earn right standing with God, and this is what was being promoted by these evildoers. There were 
those that were saying that faith in Jesus Christ and His work on the cross wasn’t enough. They were 
saying that in addition to faith in Jesus, individuals needed to be circumcised to be right with God. 
Paul called it a mutilation of the flesh, saying that the true circumcision is those who have true faith, 
worshiping in the spirit, glorying in Jesus Christ, has putting no confidence in anything else!
1. Paul points to three things that true believers experience. Take time to examine and discuss these 

things in your lives within your Connect Group.
A. Are you worshiping by the Spirit of God? What is this? How do we experience worship in this 

way in our lives?
B. Are you glorying in Jesus Christ? What does it mean to glory in something? Do you 

experience this when you think about Jesus? How do you nurture this in your life?
C. Do you put any confidence in the flesh? Are you trusting in anything other than God’s grace?



There is no certainty in a faith that depends on Jesus plus something else because there’s 
always someone with more of something else (v4-6)

Paul’s makes the point that it doesn’t make sense to put faith in anything other than Jesus by 
showing the Philippian believers that there’s no certainty in works because there’s always someone 
who has done more and/or has more in this life! Based on the idea of Jesus plus works and 
credentials to earn your salvation, Paul says “I would beat all of you!” Paul’s works and credentials as  
a Jew exceeded almost everyone! The implication is clear: If you think you can earn your faith, then 
when do you know when enough is enough? How do you know if you have done enough? There’s no 
certainty in a works religion. The only certainty that is certain is in a faith in all that Jesus has done.
1. There are always those who are further along in maturity in their walk with the Lord. Discuss how 

we can view those people in a way that is unhealthy for our faith. Discuss how we can view those 
people in a way that is healthy for our faith.

2. Have you ever found yourself doing things in an effort to try to earn forgiveness from God, making 
up for things that you’ve done wrong to try to make it right? What’s wrong with this?

The value of Jesus makes everything else seem worthless by comparison (v7-8)
Paul says that compared to Jesus everything else that he has and that he’s accomplished is 

like waste. In other words, it’s like garbage that’s worthless, useless and doesn’t help him in any way 
in his standing before God. There’s no credit that’s added to his account with God because of these 
things. The only thing that matters in his standing before God is his faith in Jesus Christ. Phil. 3:8 
makes it clear that it’s necessary for us to understand the value of Jesus Christ in order to truly gain 
Jesus Christ in our lives! Next to Jesus, everything else is worthless in comparison.
1. List all of your accomplishments, credentials, and things that you value most in life in this world. 

Discuss with the group the things that are of most value to you.
2. Read Col. 3:7-8. Can you apply these verses to your life, or are there things on your list that 

compete with Jesus?
3. Read Mat. 19:15-30. What does this story have to do with the heart of Paul’s heart in this passage 

in Colossians.

True faith in Jesus is about truly knowing and becoming more like Jesus (v9-11)
Paul desires to be found in Jesus. He wants Jesus over everything else because Jesus is all 

that he needs! Faith in Jesus and in what Jesus did on the cross is what brings righteousness…not 
the works of the law! Paul makes it clear that in order to have this kind of faith, it demands knowing 
Jesus. Paul’s not saying that this is about know about Jesus; instead, Paul’s saying that this is about 
actually knowing Jesus! Paul’s desire is to know him more and to experience the power of His 
resurrection more in his life. Paul is not talking about earning his salvation; rather, Paul is talking 
about experiencing his salvation here-and-now, more-and-more in his life.
1. Read Col. 3:9. Where does true righteousness (right standing with God) come from? Where does 

true righteousness not come from?
2. What is Paul’s desire and goal in knowing Jesus and the power of His resurrection?
3. What does Paul mean in Col. 3:10-11 when he says “becoming like Him in His death, that by any 

means possible I may the resurrection from the dead?”
4. What in your life still needs to die and be buried with Christ so that you can experience more of the 

resurrection power in your life? Within the context of what we’ve already seen in this passage, how 
is this accomplished? is it by your strength and effort or by God’s grace through faith in Jesus?

5. Read Rom. 8:30. While we are still becoming more like Jesus in this life, how does the truth in this 
verse in Romans guard us against discouragement?


